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BACKDROPE

In the midst of plenty, they are abandoned. 

Live in poor housing without basic services 

such as water and toilets. They do not get a 

chance to step in a school. They are left to 

earn for themselves on the streets. They 

suffer from many forms of exploitations and 

violence. They do not have access to even 

primary healthcare. They are children – 

innocent, young and beautiful – who are 

deprived of their rights. Mostly considered 

voiceless and invisible in the society of adults 

with a common remark that “you are a child 

and you do not know anything “

The United Nations Convention on the 

Rights of the Child (UNCRC) defines Child 

Rights as the minimum entitlements and 

freedoms that should be afforded to every 

citizen below the age of 18 regardless of race, 

national origin, colour, gender, language, 

religion, opinions, origin, wealth, birth 

status, disability, or other characteristics.

These rights encompass freedom of children 

and their civil rights, family environment, 

necessary healthcare and welfare, education, 

leisure and cultural activities and special 

protection measures. The UNCRC outlines the fundamental human rights that 

should be afforded to children in four broad classifications that suitably cover all 

protection, development, survival and participation rights of children.

Since the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) ‘child 

participation’ has been the subject of an increasing flood of initiatives, ranging from 

research and publications to conferences and concrete projects. Over the past years, 

work has been developed from local to international level, to explore what we mean 

by consultation, participation, partnership and empowerment  of children to know 

and reports their rights. Child participation improves the relevance and 

appropriateness of decisions made in relation to children's issues by ensuring that 

their experiences, situations and knowledge are represented. At the same time, it 

teaches children to be active and responsible citizens and prepares them for 

adulthood

Recognizing this, and to  address the issue in a more child participatory way SKN 

(Its Kids Rights) and YCDA partners to work with Children and other key 

stakeholders at the village and district level towards the following objectives under 

the project KIDSRIGHT

Formation and Strengthen 
children’s Alliance: Village and 
Panchayat level children's 
alliance will be strengthened. 

Capacity building of children 
leaders: Children leader will be 
trained to understand child 
rights, access basic services and 
build self–esteem.

Chi ld  Informat ion  and  
Knowledge Centre: A child 
friendly resource centre will be 
developed for information 
dissemination.

Child Journalist: A group of 
children will be trained and 
trained to act as a child journalist 
for children reporting abuse.

A d v o c a c y  a n d  p o l i c y  
influencing: Children's allience 
together with adult group will be 
capacitating to engage with 
decision makers and service 
providers to monitor children's 
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Objective of Children’s Report Card

Ÿ To generate the evidence so that children are provided with, and have access to 
relevant information which are considered to be important for their lives.

Ÿ To have data  by involving children to discuss and work out community level 
solutions.

Ÿ To enable children to review their status, through a self monitored mechanism 
and to communicate the community, parents and service providers surrounded 
them so as to create demand for their self development and progress.

Ÿ To devise ways of working that enable building the self-esteem and self 
confidence of children of different ages and abilities so that they feel they are 
able to contribute and that they have valid experience and views to contribute 
and own the results.

The children report card tool was designed to be interesting for children. Pictorial  

Layouts were used which could be used and interpreted by children of different age 

and gender. Most of the indicators are perception based in nature and relay on the 

perceptions about how children rights are full filled, rather than precise knowledge 

about  a particular indicator or topic. The indicators used in the tools have been 

carefully identified through a systematic review of the UN convention of the rights 

of the child (CRC) and later on analysed in consultations with the children. The 

indictors are grouped in to four broad categories for example education, health and 

nutrition, safety and protection, participation. Methods like individual voting, focus 

group discussions, and  children exercise were used for collecting the responses of 

the children. In total around 450 children  in the age group of 9 to 18 covering 30 

villages of Boudh districts were participated in the process. Separate discussion 

were done with children in the age group of 9 to 14  years and 15 to 18 years with 

gender segregation to collect  information.

The responses of children on various perceptions related indicators were calculated 

on both average rating on a three point rating scales.

Yes % between 0 to 40 %= Satisfaction Level  = 

Yes % between 40 to 70 % = Satisfaction Level=  

Yes % between 70 to 100 %= Satisfaction Llevel=
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On Education

Satisfaction Level% YesIndicators

There is separate room for every class in my school

There is teacher for every class in my school

45

49

Toilet is there in my school 80

My school has separate toilet for girls 72

My school Provides text books to me 85

Mid day Meal provided everyday in my school 100

In my school suggestion or idea box were provide 
where suggestion can be submitted

56

My school has ramp for the disabled children 42

In my school children use school helpline 25

There is a proper boundary wall in my school 47

There is a proper play ground in my school 48

My teacher do not punish me physically 85

I receive enough attention and encouragement 
from the teacher in my school

81

In my school there is no discrimination 68
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Key Observations

Ÿ The number of children enrolled in elementary education is encouraging, 99 % 
children are enrolled in  primary education. 

Ÿ It was observed that in some cases girl children education is not encouraged by 
the parent from primary to upper primary classes. This transition phase of 
shifting let many girls to stay out of educational system. Many parents put their 
view that their children are not interested for study, but from children's 
prospective parents there is poor awareness among parents on education and 
they engage children in various works.

Ÿ It was also observed that the enrolment, retention and attendance of children are 
increasing. Many factors, like Mid Day Meal (MDM) and other benefits at schools 
contributing towards universal enrolment of children. 

Ÿ The assessment attempts to capture the number of children availing higher 
secondary education. It was estimated only 40 % children are continuing their 
colleges

Ÿ Children between the age group of 14 to 18, consists of a significant proportion of 
child population in the area. It is interesting to note that for higher education 
boys and girls are treated equally. In both the cases the enrolment in the higher 
secondary level is just 36 and 35 percentage respectively.

Ÿ It was also found that irrespective of boys and girls many children stop their 
education after upper primary level and take the burden of family to work and 
earn money in case of boys and girls usually stop education and work house hold 
level and prepare for early marriages. 

Ÿ The area is highly migration prone area many, male child between the age group 
of 14  and more are preferred to go outside for work through a labour contractor. 
For many families  financial issue create constrains for children to continue their 
higher studies

Ÿ In addition to the above factors, many Gram Panchayats do not have  colleges or 
colleges are far away from the villages. Many children face difficulty to go to the 
college due to unavailability of scheduled local transports and in some cases 
villages are so remotely placed that there is inadequate all weather roads to 
enable children to regularly attend the institutions. 

Ÿ There are no proper play grounds in all the schools. In some villages the play 
ground is fit for children to play but in some the play grounds are small and no 
facilities are there to play.

Ÿ The schools in the area are not inclusive for differently able children. There are 
neither infrastructural facilities nor equipped teacher to teach children with 
disabilities. Many schools do not have a proper boundary wall. 

Ÿ Most of the girls in school are not getting equal opportunities to play outdoor 
games like boys and most of the playing materials available in schools are not 
gender friendly 

Ÿ Many children take their teachers as their role model.
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Key Action Plan on Education

Community/
Family Level

Panchayat/ 
Govt. Level

School/ 
Institutional 
Level

Children 
Club Level

Awareness generation among parents, village leaders 
through, community members through  SHGs and mothers 
group on importance of girls education and negative impact 
of early marriages on children and society.

Parents and community members should sensitized on the 
importance of higher education for their children with 
importance  to vocational training also.

Infrastructural deficiency at school level should be placed in 
panchayat planning agenda.

Child marriage in the locality can be completely banned by 
the PRI representatives and necessary action need to be 
taken in case of child marriage. 

Placing issues before collector through grievances and other 
proper procedures. 

District and block level consultations. 

Preparation of School Development Plan  with focus on 
school infrastructural need.

Application by the SMCs to the appropriate authority.

Encouraging Parents through school PTA for girl child 
education and consequences of child marriage. 

Empowering children through awareness to take decisions 
affecting their life.

Resolution in CL to say no to child marriage and to 
communicate to the PRIs, teachers or any authority like 
CWC if any child marriage is happening in their 
surroundings.

Encouraging retention of girl children in higher secondary 
education.
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I have my Birth certificate 

I never went to a village quake for my health 
purpose in last one year

Most of the children of my village between the 0-6 
age group are suffering from malnutrition

20

35

75

Ÿ It was observed that most of the children between 0-6 years are affected due to 
malnutrition.  

Ÿ There is a huge trend of poor awareness among mother on proper nutrition of 
children as per their age and development.  

Ÿ The girls take the food after food taken by the male members of her family.

Ÿ For treatment children are generally taken to PHC when their condition are 
serious. 

Ÿ For many illness like fever cough, dysentery  etc.  the children are taken to the 
village quakes, who does not have any medicinal background or formal 
registration mechanisms. 

Ÿ Many families access the PDS (public Distribution System) 

Ÿ Birth registration is one of the key indicators for the rights of children to survive.  
Children in higher age group birth registration is very low.

Ÿ Many children are left out from AWC services.

Health and Nutrition

Satisfaction Level% YesIndicators

There is Govt. Doctor in my neighbourhood who 
treat us free of cost

In our AWC has its own space to operate

I have toilets at my house hold and i am using the 
toilet at my home

I have access to safe drinking water available for 
everyone in my village

30

45

35

38
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Key Action Points

Community/
Family Level

Awareness generation among parents, village leaders 
through, community members through SHGs and mothers 
group on importance of nutrition, sanitation and hygiene.

Mothers should provided and oriented on some key 
practices/information like seven ways of hand washing, use 
of toilets, birth registration and immunization to keep their 
children healthy. 

Panchayat/ 
Govt. Level

Strengthening community based monitoring system for 
effective and efficient service delivery by the Anganwadi 
and ASHA workers. 

PRIs should monitor the health service delivery  at the 
village level and encourage the service providers by 
rewarding them for their good work.

Panchayat resolution should highlight health and 
sanitation aspects. Steps to be taken in motivating people to 
use toilets and discourage open defecation.

Placing issues before collector through grievances and other 
proper procedures. 

District and block level consultations. 

School/ 
Anganwadi 
Level

SMCs should encourage children to use school toilets and 
practice hand washing. Some class room sessions on 
sanitation and hygiene should have to taken in a  regular 
basis.

IEC materials to be display at the school, Anganwadi and 
village level.

Teacher can spread message and support parents on birth 
registration and immunization of children.

Children 
Club Level

Children through children club to take resolution on health 
hygiene aspects and can take the issue to PRIs, CDMO etc.

Safety and Protection

To know the different forms of child abuse 

situation at the village level a special 

exercise was conducted with children 

through a participatory way by showing 

the pictures of abuses and facilitating them 

to put their view in a piece of paper without 

disclosing their personal details to the 

larger group. The magnitude of different 

forms of child abuse in the village assessed 

and children participated in the exercise prioritize the forms of abuse they are facing 

in their day to day life  based on their experience. This exercise was facilitated and 

handled by a special trained team from YCDA in a sensitive way.
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Key Findings of the Exercise

Ÿ Exercise with children to report abuses were done at GP level. Total 430 children 
participated in their respective GP exercise.

Ÿ  60 percent of children indicated that verbal abuse is a common phenomenon they 
are facing in everyday life. There are being verbally abused by their parents, 
teachers, relatives, some time elder brother and sisters. 

Ÿ 50 percent of children are always unheard by their parents, teachers and other 
community members. Many cases children do not put their voices and the 
decision of parents and teachers regarding  children  are full  and final. There is a 
trend of gender discrimination exist in this matter. Mostly boy child voices are 
heard in the family and the girls  are always discarded in any decision even 
pertaining to their own life.  

Ÿ 181 out 400 children reported that they are being punished by teachers very 
frequently. Though  as per RTE the schools are declared as corporal punishment 
free zone, but most of the  teachers hit children and give several kinds of 
punishment like knee down,  making child go out of class room etc.  

Ÿ Many children also reported that their parents are so busy in earning everyday 
livelihood for their households and children could get hardly any  quality time 
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from their parents to cater their emotional needs. In most of the cases also 
parents do not recognize the need of emotional attachment with their children. 
There is a belief that love and affection will destroy their child.

Ÿ Teasing  a child unnecessary is also found common in the area around 183 
children voice on the issue. Girl children are mostly  face teasing from  adult 
community person in their respective villages. Many adolescent girls complain 
that they feel embarrassed  and harassed   for  these and mostly report back to 
their families but do not get required support from the families.

Ÿ Significant proportion of children are also facing some or other  kind of sexual 
abuses. 93 children reported that they are being touched where they do not like to 
be touched, by the adult members of their close community. Many children are 
also being exposed to pornographic pictures or text by the adult members of their 
community. Children in the study area never encourage or get an opportunity to 
talk on this to their parents. Some children who dare to disclose to their parents 
but their complain being rejected by their own parents.

Ÿ It was also found those male children are more prone to such kind of sexual abuse 
as compare to the female child in the locality. Parents and other care takers are 
completely unaware of the issue and are far from the understanding  that their 
male child also can be sexually abused.  

Ÿ Most of the households in the study area use their girls to do all the house hold 
work like a servant depriving their education and recreational activities. Girls 
indicated that their attendance in schools are being affected when there are  
guests at family, during festive season, during agricultural season, to take care of 
their younger brother and sisters etc. 
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Key Action Points

Community/
Family Level

Awareness generation among parents, village leaders 
through, community members through SHGs and mothers 
on different forms of child abuse and its negative 
consequences in children metal and physical growth.

Parents should encourage their children to talk on the 
abuses they face and they should listen to their children.

Panchayat/ 
Govt. Level

Panchayat policy paper should highlight the protection 
issues of children at school and community level.

mechanism to be in place  for periodic inter action of VLCPC 
with parents, PRIs and community.  

Readdressing the issues of child abuse  by the VLCPC with 
CWC and DCPU.

School

SMCs should trained on the child protection aspects and 
develop mechanism for enabling children to report abuse.

IEC materials to be display at the school, Anganwadi and 
village level.

Teachers to be oriented on the issue and create a protective 
environment in the school.

Children 
Club Level

Children through children club to take resolution on their 
rights to be protected and to speak out abuses with others. 
The peer mechanism in identifying and reporting abuses 
can also be strengthen through children clubs.

In my village there is schemes related to children 
are discussed and informed by Panchayat

I am involved in planning and decision making for 
the community in Gram Sabha

20

10

Participation

Satisfaction Level% YesIndicators

My school has functional SMC

I know most of the members of SMCs

In my school children can participate in the SMC 
meeting and their consulted

My parents listen to me while taking decisions for 
me

45

80

55

75
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In my community children are treated equally 
regardless of their cast, religion and gender or 
disabilities

38

I am part of a children/adolescent group 78

Ÿ All the study villages have SMCs  with two child representatives. But most of the 
case SMCs are not functional.

Ÿ Child representatives in SMCs are not taking part in any decisions of the SMC.

Ÿ In some villages children clubs are there and children are actively participating 
in club activities.

Ÿ In 9 villages child protection committees exist with two child representatives.

Ÿ In SMCs and VLCPC the children are not actively participating in the decision 
making process.

Ÿ There is no adolescent boys/girls group in the villages like Kishori Clubs to 
address the need of life skills and compressive sexual health education of teens.

Key Action Points

Community/
Family Level

Awareness generation among parents, village leaders and 
community members 

Parents should encourage their children to participate in 
decisions affecting them at the family level.

Panchayat/ 
Govt. Level

Panchayat policy paper should highlight the participation of 
children at school and community level decision making 
process.

mechanism to be in place  for periodic interaction of VLCPC 
with parents, PRIs and community.  

Children clubs can be encourage in different platform to put 
their voices.

School Level

SMCs should trained on the child participation aspects and 
develop mechanism for enabling children to report abuse 
and other violations of rights.

Child friendly IEC materials to be display at the school, 
Anganwadi and village level.

Teachers to be oriented on the issue of child participation 
and create a protective environment in the school.

Children 
Club Level

Children through children clubs to take resolution on their 
rights to be participated and to speak out abuses and other 
violations with others. 
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Abbriveation

ANM : Auxiliary Nursing Midwifery

ASHA : Accredited Social Health Activist

AWC : Angan wadi Centre

AWW : Anganwadi Worker

CBO : Community Based Organisation

CHC : Community Health Centre

CPC : Child Protection Committee 

CRC : Community Resource Centre

CWC : Child Welfare Committee

DCPU : District Child Protection Unit

GP : Gram Panchayat

ICPS : Integrated Child Protection Scheme 

IMR : Infant Mortality Rate

JJ Act : Juvenile Justice  Act

OSCPCR : Odisha State Commission for Protection of Child Rights

PCMA : Prohibition of Child Marriage Act

POCSO : Protection of Children from Sexual Offences 

PRI : Panchayat Raj Institution

RTE : Right To Education

SHG : Self Help Group

UNCRC : United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 





Youth Council for Development Alternatives
At/Po. : Baunsuni (Tikirapada Road)

Dist. : Boudh-752015
Ph. No. : 07750018377

Email : ycdaboudh@yahoo.co.in
Website : www.ycdaindia.org

Head Office State Office

Youth Council for Development Alternatives
C-119, HIG Housing Board Colony
Baramunda, Bhubaneswar-751003
Odisha, India
Phone: 0674-2355120
Website : www.ycdaindia.org
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